REMARKS 

The Missing Parts office action dated 09/10/03 has been carefully considered. By this 
preliminary amendment of the specification and the submitted replacement drawings, the 
drawings are in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 and 37 CFR 1.121. 

In the Brief Description of the Drawings, FIG. 8D, was deleted because it was never 
submitted. Additionally, only FIG. 7A and 7B were originally submitted. 

Reference Number 1 15 was changed to reference numbers (1 13, 1 14) because reference 
number 115 does not represent the at least one wheel means. 

FIG. 1 was changed to FIG. 1 A because of error in drawing Reference. 
Referring to FIG. 4, was added to provide a correct drawing Reference. 
Illustrated in FIG. 3A was added to provide a correct drawing reference. 
FIG. 6 was changed to FIG. 6A and 6B, because of error in drawing Reference. 
In FIG. ' s 8 A-8D was changed to FIG. 8 A-8C, because there was no submitted 8D. 
Referring to FIG. 8C was added to provide a correct drawing Reference. 
Reference number 480 was changed to 475 because of error in drawing Reference. 
Should the Examiner consider necessary or desirable any formal changes anywhere in 
the specification or drawings, then it is respectfully asked that such changes be made by the 
Examiner's Amendment, if the Examiner feels this would facilitate passage of the case to 
issuance. Alternatively should the Examiner feel that a personal discussion might be helpful in 
advancing this case to allowance, he/she is invited to telephone the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted: 





Delphine M. James 
Registration No. 45,960 
Delphine M. James, Attorney-at-Law 
2656 South Loop West, #170 
Houston, Texas 77054 
Ph ne: (713)661-4144 
Fax: (713)661-4145 
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MARKED VERSION WITH CHANGES 

IN THE BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 

The drawings and the accompanying description illustrate the present invention. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective side view of one embodiment of the present invention a handcart 
for transporting water containers. 

FIG. 1 A illustrates a rear view of one embodiment of the present invention a hand cart 
for transporting water containers. 

FIG. 2 illustrates an exploded view of the handcart holding the water container. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of the handcart. 

FIG. 3A illustrates a cross-sectional back view of the handcart. 

FIG. 4 illustrates an exploded view of the underside portion of the arm structure of the 

handcart. 

FIG. 5-5C illustrates an alternative embodiment of the present invention, the handcart 
utilizing a spring arch. 

FIG. 6-6A illustrates an alternative embodiment for the elongated bar member. 
[FIG. 8A-8D] 8A^8C illustrates an embodiment of the present invention, the handcart 
utilizing a second type of spring arch connection. 

[FIG. 7A-7B] TzZA illustrates an alternative embodiment of the present invention, the 
handcart utilizing a hook. 

tn THE PET * II ™ SPECIFICATION, 
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Replace the paragraph on Page 3 beginning on line 4 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a perspective side view of hand cart (100) according 
to the present invention. The present invention includes a base frame (1 10) that is supported by 
at least one wheel means [(115)] (113. 114) for movement. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
base frame (110) is supported by two conventional wheels (113, 114). The hand cart can be 
made of rigid metal such as aluminum, steel, hard plastic or another such suitable material. As 
illustrated, base frame (1 10) further includes an integrated rigid vertical plate member (120) and 
a rigid horizontal plate member (125). The horizontal plate member (125) is aligned 
perpendicular to the vertical plate member (120). Conventional wheel means (1 13, 1 14) are 
respectively mounted upon opposite ends of vertical plate member (120) to support the 
movement of handcart (100). As shown, the conventional wheels (113, 114) are securely 
fastened to the vertical plate member via screw bolts as illustrated in FIG. 1 A. In alternative 
embodiments of the present invention, as shown in FIG 6A and 6B, wheel means (1 13, 1 14) are 
situated on opposite ends of an axle (1 1 5) that runs through the bottom of the elongated bar 
member (150). 

Replace paragraph on Page 4 beginning on Line 17 

The illustrated embodiment in FIG. 1 A, further includes handle assembly (156) to 
provide the capability of steering and maneuvering the hand-cart (100). Handle assembly (156) 
further includes parallel spaced apart support members (161 , 162) having their upper ends 
connected to grip member (165) and their lower ends securely mounted upon the lower end 
(160) of bar member (150). As shorn the parallel support members (161, 162) are securely 
fastened to the lower end (160) of bar member (150) at each opposite side. In the illustrated 
embodiment, bolt screws securely fastened the support members (161, 162) to the bar member 
(150) However, other suitable fastening means can be utilized. The handle assembly (156) 
provides the capability of moving the handcart in a forward and backward position on the 
conventional axis of the wheel means (1 13, 1 14). 
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Replace paragraph on Page 6 beginning on Line 10 

Referring to FIG. 4, [The] the present invention further includes a means for raising and 
lowering the arm structure (200) such that catch mechanism (240) in the underside portion (220) 
can securely engage the top of the container. In the illustrated embodiment, a lever mechanism 
(350) is provided that is situated at the upper end of the bar member (150). Lever mechanism 
(350) is operably connected through the interior of the bar member (150) to the arm structure 
(200). The lever mechanism (350) connection allows the arm structure (200) to be vertically 
lifted and lowered such that the catch mechanism (240) can engage the top of the neck of the 
container. As illustrated in the alternative embodiment in FIG. 6A, the lever mechanism can be 
situated internally within the casing of the elongated bar member (1 50). 

Replace paragraph on Page 7 beginning on Line 9 

In other embodiments of the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 3 A, carriage block 
(41 0) and (440) can be eliminated. In this kind of embodiment as shown in FIG. 6A and 6B, 
the rod member (400) and the spring member (420) are each respectively attached to screws 
(401, 402) that horizontally secure arm (200) to the bar member (150). 

Replace paragraph on Page 7 beginning on Line 13 

In the alternative embodiment of the present invention, as shown in FIG. 5A and 5C, the 
arm structure (200) can be raised and lowered to at least a thirty-degree angle utilizing a spring- 
arch method. In this kind of embodiment, the first edge (431) of arm structure (200) is hingedly 
connected to the exterior of the elongated bar (150) at an intermediate point. In this alternative 
embodiment, the arm structure (200) is pivoted upward along a thirty-degree angle path as the 
cradle engages the bottom of the container. Then, the arm structure (200) is lowered along the 
same thirty-degree angle path allowing the catch mechanism (240) to engage the top of the 
container. Asdg pictgd FIG. 5A, [The] the arm structure (200) is connected to the elongated bar 
member (150) through a spring-loaded hinge (430) which allows the arm structure (200) to 
remain in a down position with the catch mechanism (240) situated within the arm structure 
(200) securely engaging the top of the container. In the illustrated embodiment, the catch 
mechanism (240) can be the orifice illustrated in FIG. 5 or the recess (245) illustrated in FIG. 4. 
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Replace paragraph on Page 8 beginning on Lines 3 



In the embodiment illustrated in F1G.^_[6] 6A and 6B, lever mechanism (350) further 
comprises a solid rod (400) which is situated internally within the elongated bar (150). Rod 
(400) is held in place by special hardware, which allows the rod (400) to slide up and down. 
[Additionally] As depicted in FIG. 5 A, rod (400) is connected to first edge (431) of the arm 
structure (200) such that lever (350) can be pushed downward to raise the arm structure (200) 
and disengage the catch mechanism (240) as illustrated in FIG. 5A. 

Replace paragraph on Page 8 beginning on Lines 15 

In FIG.'s 8A-[8D] 8C , there is shown an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention utilizing the spring arch method. In this illustrated embodiment in FIG. 8 A, lever 
mechanism (350) is located at the upper end of elongated bar member (150) and is operably 
connected at an intermediate point (476) to the upper surface of arm structure (200). Referrin g 
to FIG. 8C [The] the first edge (201) of arm structure (200) is hingedly connected to the 
exterior of elongated bar member (1 50). In the shown embodiment, cable[(480)] 475 is 
connected to arm structure (200) at the intermediate point (476) such that when lever 
mechanism (350) is pulled upward cable (475) raises arm structure (200) upward. As shown in 
FIG. 8B, when lever mechanism (350) is pulled upward, the arm structure (200) is raised to at 
least a thirty degree angle path to disengage catch mechanism (240). 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I, Delphine M. James, hereby certify that the foregoing Preliminary Amendment is being 

deposited on 1 1/04/03 with the United Postal Service as U.S. Mail, Express Mail, in an 

envelope addressed to: 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Additionally, the foregoing Amendment is being faxed to . • 

Express Mail Receipt No. ER 396582855 US. 
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